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A BSTRACT 

The object of the present invention is to provide a 
massaging apparatus in which a position of a specific portion 
such as a user's shoulder with respect to the massaging 
apparatus can be determined automatically and accurately in 
a simple construction. 

The massaging apparatus according to the present 
invention comprises a supporting arm 2 6 having a therapeutic 
member pivotally supported thereon and freely movable along 
the user's body, wherein the position of the specific portion 
of the user with respect to the massaging apparatus is 
determined from the relation between the vertical position of 
the supporting arm 26 and the pivotal position of the supporting 
arm 26. A pivotal movement detecting sensor 60 for detecting 
that the supporting arm 2 6 reaches a prescribed range of pivotal 
movement is provided. The position of the specific portion 
of the user with respect to the massaging apparatus is 
determined from the position of the supporting arm 26 at the 
moment when the pivotal movement of the supporting arm 2 6 
reaches the prescribed range. , . — 
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(57) Abstract: A massaging machine 
which is capable of automatically and 
accurately determining the position of 
a specific location, such as a shoulder, 
of a user with respect to the machine 
with a simple construction, and which 
comprise a treating element-carrying 
support arm (26) that is swingably 
supported and movable along the body 
of the user, wherein the position of a 
specific location of the user with respect 
to the machine can be determined from 
the relation between the moving position 
of the arm (26) and the swinging position 
of the arm (26). The machine further 
comprises a swinging detection sensor 
(60) for detecting that the arm (26) has 
swung into a specified swinging range 
to thereby determine the position of a 
specific location of the user with respect 
to the machine from the moving position 
of the arm (26) when the arm (26) has 
swung into a specified range. j 
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